
The Baldwins & the Inches 

 

Amelia Baldwin was the eldest daughter of William James Baldwin and Louisa Inch; she married 
Graham Crozier in 1872 at the age of 18, and was our great-grandmother. She was born in New Plymouth 
on 9th December 1853 and died in 1912 in Stratford, Taranaki. Her father William James Baldwin was born 
in England (possibly in Greenwich) around 1818, the son of James Baldwin, a farmer, and he died on 11th 
May 1903 at Barrett Street in New Plymouth; he was buried at Te Henui Cemetery on 13th May 1903. He 
and his wife Louisa had five daughters and two sons: 
 
Amelia Baldwin, born 9th December 1853 in New Plymouth, died 1912 
Helen Phillipa Baldwin, born 12th October 1855 in New Plymouth 
Louisa Elizabeth Baldwin, born 1st July 1857 in New Plymouth, died 1859 
Emma Baldwin, born 26th July 1859 in New Plymouth 
Thomas William Baldwin, born 7th February 1862 in New Plymouth 
Mary Alice Baldwin, born 4th June 1864 in New Plymouth 
Edmund Alfred Baldwin, born 6th June 1866 in New Plymouth, died 1887, Dunedin 
 

                  
 

 
 
Louisa Inch was the daughter of Paul Inch and Tabitha Edwards. Her mother Tabitha, the daughter of 
Henry Edwards and Grace Allen, was born in the village of St Mabyn in Cornwall, England on 5th March 
1793. Legend states that the Iron Age fort of Castle Killbury near to St Mabyn was King Arthur’s Court of 
Kellinc.  Tabitha married Paul Inch on 15th February 1831 at the parish church in St Tudy, Cornwall, a 
village two miles from St Mabyn, close to Bodmin Moor and home to the country house of Tinten, 
reputedly the birthplace and early childhood home of Captain William Bligh of Bounty fame. She died on 

9th October 1889 in New Plymouth and her obituary gives a different birth date, asserting that Tabitha 
reached the grand age of 102. She died a respected founder member of the flourishing New Plymouth 
colony, leaving three children, twenty-seven grandchildren (including Amelia Baldwin) and fifty-two great-
grandchildren, one of whom was Bill Crozier. 
 
Tabitha’s husband Paul Inch was the son of Richard Inch and Phillipa Reynolds, or Runnalls. Richard Inch, 
a shoemaker, was christened on 16th April 1775 at Blisland in Cornwall, and buried 27th February 1865 at 
the village of St Breward. He married Phillipa Reynolds in 1794 at the parish church in St Breward. Paul had 
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eleven siblings, and was born on 4th December 1803 in Blisland, and christened on Valentine’s Day in 1808 
at St Breward. 
 
Paul, also a shoemaker, and Tabitha Inch travelled to New Zealand in 1841 on board the William Bryan, the 

first ship to leave England and sail to the new settlement of New Plymouth with the Plymouth Company. 
The pioneer vessel departed Plymouth in Cornwall on November 19th 1840 and arrived at New Plymouth on 
30th March 1841. Prior to departure, the emigrants were entertained at a lunch presided over by the Earl of 
Devon. It was pouring with rain as the ship waited in the Plymouth Docks; passengers were rowed in small 
boats to the ship where decks quickly turned ankle deep in muck.  The rain drenched everyone and 
everything. For two days the William Bryan, loaded and waiting to sail, sought shelter from violent gales. 

The lower deck of the barque, where the emigrants lived for their four-month journey, was only 105 feet 
long, and the height of the ceiling varied between 5 feet 11 inches and 7 feet. This was all the room available 
for 148 people, 70 of whom were children. Those in steerage, like Paul Inch and his family, were packed in 
like herrings, and had to eat, sleep and dress in full sight of the other passengers. Since steerage was below 
the water line, there were no portholes and no fresh air. Fear of fire meant lamps were hung in the safest 
places and locked until needed. Metal bunks with fabric stretched over them stood three high against the 
walls. Laundry and everything else was done in a bucket; food was plain - mainly biscuits, salt meat, flour, 
rice and potatoes, which everyone cooked for themselves. 
 

 
 
Paul and Tabitha travelled on the William Bryan with two daughters and one son. Maybe Paul took them 

on deck for the church service held each Sunday, or to listen to the music played at night, on guitar, fiddle, 
flute and copper kettle. Perhaps they watched as men took baths by having a rope tied around their waist 
and being plunged over the side into the ocean, or possibly they took some lessons when a school started 
up. The younger of the Inch daughters was Louisa Inch, aged 8; she was born 4th December 1833 in St 
Mabyn, Cornwall and christened on 2nd February 1835 at the Morice Street Wesleyan Chapel in 
Devonport, indicating that the family were Methodist. The elder daughter was Phillippa, aged 11, born 13 
November 1830 and the son was Thomas, born 25th April 1838. Their other children were Wymond, who 
presumably died prior to the family’s departure, and Waiman who passed away on 21 May 1835 aged about 
6 weeks.  
 
The William Bryan anchored off the Taranaki coast on March 31, 1841. George Cutfield, the head of the 

expedition, wrote a letter home describing the settlement as "a fine country with a large quantity of flat 
land, but every part is covered with vegetation, fern, scrub and forest." Temporary housing sites had been 

 



provided on Mount Eliot (the present-day site of Puke Ariki museum), and frustrations mounted as settlers 
were forced to squat in homes built of rushes and sedges through winter, amid flourishing numbers of rats, 
dwindling food supplies and rising unease over the prospects of a repeat raid by Waikato Maori. The first 
suburban sections were not available until October, while those who had bought town sections were forced 
to wait until mid-November. Once settled on their sections, houses were just wooden huts.  Furniture was 
made of wooden soap boxes and beds were sugar sacks filled with fern. There was firewood to collect each 
morning, clothes to wash, dry and mend, lessons for the children. Water was hauled from a stream or a well 
and lights were either candles or oil lamps that must be cleaned every day. Cooking was done over an open 
fire in pots suspended on hooks from an iron frame. With no oven, bread was made with flour, soda and 
water and cooked on sticks over the coals.  If poultry was on the menu, feathers were carefully collected 
until there was enough to make a pillow. It would have been a test of the Inches determination and 
endurance. We don’t know whether Paul continued his trade as a shoemaker after arriving in New Zealand, 
or whether he turned his hand to farming or other professions. Records indicate that the Inches settled at 
first on suburban section number 22. Later, Paul Inch served in the Land Wars and was wounded in the 
breast at the battle of Waireka – this was reported in the Taranaki Herald on 27th April 1860. Although 
Tabitha’s obituary indicates what a respected member of the community she was, the Taranaki Herald 
reported some occasions when her husband strayed from the straight and narrow. He was fined 5 shillings 
plus costs for drunkenness in November 1866, and again in February 1870. He also paid a fine of £1 for the 
possession of unregistered dogs in 1869. Paul also went into the ranges prospecting for gold on at least one 
occasion, as the same newspaper reports. Paul and Tabitha’s three children all married in the New 
Plymouth region. Their younger daughter Louisa Inch married William James Baldwin at St Mary’s 
Church in New Plymouth on 14th July 1853; she was Victor Jones’ great-great grandmother. Her marriage 
appears to have become strained; she moved away from New Plymouth after their seventh child was born, 
and was later married to Augustus William Anderson, with whom she had three further children. Louisa 
died at Auckland Hospital on 30th January 1897.  
 

          
 
 
The Inches can be traced back to the 16th century in Cornwall, and beyond. Paul Inch’s father Richard 
Inch was a shoemaker, and in 1841 was living at Lower Lank in the parish of St Breward, according to the 
census. His wife Phyllipa Reynalds had already passed away, in 1828. Next door is his eldest son, Paul’s 
brother Richard, also a shoemaker, along with Christopher, Catherine and Philippa Inch, three of Paul’s 
other siblings; Paul was one of twelve children: 
 
Richard Inch, born 1795, St Breward, Cornwall 
William Inch 
John Inch 
Paul Inch, born 1803 
Jenefer Inch, born 1804 
Hamly Inch, born 1806 
Silas Inch, born 1808, emigrated to Ontario, Canada 
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Phillipa Inch, born 1811, St Breward, Cornwall 
Thomas Inch 
George Inch, born 1816 
Christopher Inch, born 1819, Cornwall 
Catherine Inch, born 1821, Cornwall 
 

 
 
 
By 1851, Richard was living at Tregenna in the parish of Blisand, with his daughter Philippa and his son-in-
law William May. Richard was born around 1770 in the parish of Blisand, the son of Richard Inch and 
Joan Best. He was christened at the parish church of Blisand on 16th April 1775, and had two brothers, 
William and Hambly, and five sisters: Catherine, Sarah, Joan, Elizabeth and Jane.   
 
His father, another Richard Inch, was christened on 1st January 1740 and died in 1817. He married Joan Best 
in 1773, the daughter of Richard and Jane Best. Richard was the son of Hambly Inch and Katherine 
Rogers. Hambly was christened on 3rd January 1698 at the rural parish of St Kew in Cornwall and died in 
1782. He married Katherine (1701to1786) at St Kew on 30th December 1726. Hambly’s parents were 
William Inch (approx 1670 to 1712) and Lucy Hambly, who were married in 1696. William and Lucy lived 
at Trelill, and at least four children were born to them: 
 
Mary Inch, 1697-1698, St Kew, Cornwall 
Hambly Inch, 1698-1779, St Kew, Cornwall 
Jonathan Inch, 1701-1702, St Kew, Cornwall 
Martha Inch, 1701, St Kew, Cornwall 
 

Richard Inch with four of his children in Lower Lank on the 1841 English Census 

 



Jonathan and Martha were twins, baptised at St Kew on 14th January 1701. Hambly was baptised at St Kew 
on 3rd January 1698, named for his mother’s maiden name, and this remained a regularly used Christian 
name amongst the Inches for generations. William Inch was a husbandman, which was a tenant farmer, and 
he was the son of Nicholas Inche, who was born in 1609 and lived until 1692; Nicholas was married to 
Elizabeth Pascho. Nicholas was the son of Phillip (or Phillipus) Inche who died in 1628 and was 
probably born around 1585; Phillip married Elizabetha Peirce at St Kew on 30th January 1608.  Phillip was 
the son of Nicholas Inche (approx 1560 to 1600); Nicholas’ father was another Nicholas Inche, born 
approximately 1540 and buried on 1st November 1591 at St Kew. The muster roll of 1569 for the parish of St 
Kew shows that Nicholas Inche was an ‘able archer’. Thus the Inches are traceable back eleven generations 
in the same region of Cornwall, to the reign of Henry VIII. It is likely that they were descended from 
Richard Ynche, born around 1370, who was the Hale of the Prior and Convent at Plympton, to which the 
Manor of Lanowseynt was granted early in the 12th century. Records from the 1500s show a number of 
Inches (and Hamblys) living in the parish of St Kew, but it becomes unclear which belong to the direct line.  
 

 
 
 
Life in Tudor England was harsh, the average life expectancy was just 35 years. The Inch family would have 
been no exception to the rule. Tudor England was an agricultural society; most of the population (over 90 
%) lived in small villages in the countryside – just like St Kew and St Breward - and made their living from 
farming. It is not entirely clear to which class the Inch family belonged, but it seems as if, in the 16th and 17th 
century at least, some branches of the family were comfortable. They paid some taxes to Henry VIII and 
were assessed via the muster roll. (Musters were periodic assessments of the availability of local militia to 
act as a defence force when needed; the system was a remnant of the feudal system where local lords had 
their own armies, which they provided for the King as required). Some classes in Tudor England were 
prosperous; yeomen farmers owned their own land. They could be as wealthy as gentlemen but they 
worked alongside their men. Yeomen and craftsmen were often able to read and write. Below the yeomen 
were the tenant farmers, or husbandmen, who leased their land from the rich. There were also wage 
labourers; they were often illiterate and very poor. With hard work and luck a husbandman could become a 
yeoman; a yeoman could buy a coat of arms and become a gentleman. But the poor had to work hard and 
struggled to survive. They worked six days a week and ate coarse grey bread made from rye and barley. 
Water was collected from village pumps, wells or streams. Soups were made from vegetables and herbs; 

 

Richard Inch with his daughter and her family in Tregenna on the 1851 English Census 



meat was a luxury. Some women worked, perhaps as a domestic servant or midwife. However most women 
were housewives and they were kept very busy. Most men could not run a farm or a business without their 
wife's help. In the 16th century households in the countryside were largely self-sufficient. A housewife had 
to bake her family's bread and brew their beer (it was not safe to drink water). She was also responsible for 
curing bacon, salting meat and making pickles and preserves, making the family’s candles and soap and 
spinning wool and linen. A farmer's wife also milked cows, fed animals and grew herbs and vegetables. 
 
In the parish of St Kew, some of the Inches paid taxes on their goods to Henry VIII; William, Robert and 
John Inche in 1525 and Nicholas, William, Tamsen and John Enche in 1543. In 1545, a William Ynche was 
also obliged to contribute towards Henry VIII’s Benevolence Fund. St Kew records also show that William 
Inch, Gentleman, was taxed against his 11 hearths by the Hearth Tax of 1664 (although it is noted that only 
seven hearths were now to be found, the others being ‘stopt up’). Nicholas Inch, presumably his kinsman, 
had only two hearths to be taxed on. It is likely that this is Nicholas Inch who married Elizabeth Pascho, 
and father of William Inch, husbandman. The Hearth Tax was imposed by Parliament in 1662 to support 
the Royal Household of King Charles II, which found itself with a shortfall following the restoration of the 
monarchy in 1660 after the Civil War. One shilling was liable to be paid for every firehearth or stove, in all 
dwellings. Those inhabiting a house or tenement worth less than 20 shillings (£1) rent per annum or with 
assets worth less than £10 were exempt. Nicholas’ payment against the two hearths in his home indicates a 
degree of prosperity. Chimneys were a luxury; the poor simply had a hole in the roof to let out the smoke. 
We might guess that Nicholas was a relatively successful yeoman farmer.  
 
People below the rich but above the poor built sturdy 'half-timbered' houses. They were made with a 
timber frame filled in with wattle and daub (wickerwork and plaster). In the late 16th century some people 
built or rebuilt their houses with a wooden frame filled in with bricks. Roofs were usually thatched. In 
Tudor times glass windows became much more common but they were still expensive; the poor still had to 
make do with strips of linen soaked in linseed oil. People covered their floors with rushes or reeds (or mats 
of woven rushes or reeds), which they strew with sweet smelling herbs. Prosperous people lit their homes 
with beeswax candles. It seems likely that the Inches of the 1600s lived in relatively sturdy but modest 
homes, with a chimney and beeswax candles, perhaps with a little panelling and some well-made furniture. 
By the 1800s the family seem to have declined in prosperity but were still skilled workers and craftsmen. 
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